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Name at least three Supreme Court cases that address the juvenile death penalty.
Roper v. Simmons (2005)
The second case was of Graham v. Florida
The third case was of Miller v. Alabama. 
What are the issues in each case and what did the court rule?
In the year of 2005, the case of Roper was ruled out unconstitutionally by the Supreme Court. Simmons was a youth under the age of 18years during the time he committed his crime which earned him a death penalty. This was based on the Stanford v. Kentucky ruling which gave permission to give a death sentence to youths who committed crimes under the age of 16 years. Therefore, during Roper’s case, the death penalty for the juveniles was abolished and it was made an unconstitutional act by the government. 
In the ruling of Graham’s case, the supreme court stated that sentencing an under 18 years old youth to life without parole for a crime referred to as non-homicidal was termed as violating the 18th commandment. According to this era, the ruling gave significant opportunities to juveniles to become released due to maturity and rehabilitation purposes. Therefore a juvenile sentenced for murder could be given a death sentence due to their age. In the year 2014, the senate of Florida also stated that the law is not strict and gives chances for judicial hearings, who could review the sentences given to the offenders who had been earlier on found guilty of juvenile offenses. 
In the third case, which occurred in 2012 where Miller declared it unlawful to sentence a juvenile for murder. For the ruling to be done on such circumstances, he stated that there should always be a judge to consider the age of the youth. Sentencing a juvenile to the death penalty without a judge to rule out the offender's case was unlawful. 
Do you think the court made the correct decision in each case? Why or why not?
In all the three Supreme Court cases regarding giving juveniles a death sentence, the court made the correct decision according to my own point of view. Most juveniles are not well enough developed and therefore they are unable to make responsible and sound choices due to their young age. Therefore, the decision made by the court in the three different cases of not giving juveniles a death penalty was correct. 


Reference
[bookmark: _GoBack]Elrod, P., & Ryder, R. S. (2013). Juvenile justice: A social, historical, and legal perspective. Jones & Bartlett Publishers.
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